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Our first priority as a Government is to ensure that the poor and the vulnerable within our 

society are protected

  

Minister Brian Cowen: Budget 2008 Speech  

Budget 2008  protecting the most vulnerable?   

1. Does the Budget tackle poverty? 

Poverty and one-parent families 

The most recent poverty figures shows that a one parent family (with one child) will be at risk of 

poverty in 2007 if their income is below 282.51 per week1.  

Before Budget 2008, a family of this size relying on social welfare would have a total weekly income of 

258.22 (including the weekly value of supplements such as the Back to School Clothing and Footwear 

Allowance). This is more than 27 per week below

 

the income level that puts them at risk of poverty. 

Because of this, in 2006, almost a third (32.5%) of one parent families lived in consistent poverty  this 

means that they were living on incomes lower than 270 a week, and they were unable to afford basic 

necessities. 

This Budget does contribute to closing the gap between income and the threshold that determines 

being at risk of poverty , but one parent families will still find that they don t have enough income to 

keep them out of poverty. As the table below shows, a lone parent with one child over 6 will remain 

below the at risk of poverty threshold after Budget 2008. 

                                                          

 

1 60% median income for one parent family with one child in 2006 was 269.31; adjusting this figure for inflation 
(4.9% annual rate for 2007) gives a rate of 282.51 
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Social welfare payment (weekly equivalent) 2007

 
2008

 
One-parent Family Payment - Adult rate  185.80 

 
 197.80 

 
One-parent Family Payment - Child rate  22.00 

  
 24.00 

 
Child Benefit  36.92 

  
 38.31 

 
Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance   3.46 

  
 3.85 

 
Fuel Allowance  10.04 

  
 10.38 

 


